After the usual loyal toasts had been duly honoured, the Chairman rose to propose the toast of the evening, but before doing so desired to give expression to the regret he wa3 sure they all felt at the absence of the hon. secretary, Mr In 1886 a Royal Commission ordained that the pure oral system should be carried out in all public institutions. The system was fast becoming the national one, and the Association now supplied teachers to the London School Board, to the Colonies, and to India. While congratulating the Association on the fact of having had only three dinners in 33 years, yet he must remind his hearers that the institution had no endowment or property except a small freehold house, while it had a small debt at its bankers. He had visited the house in Fitzroy Square, and it was quite evident it was in want of repair and particularly of a new workshop on an upper story. The working expenses amounted to ?500 a year, which must be procured somehow. The directors had, therefore, wisely determined to hold this their fourth dinner in their thirtyfourth year, and he was informed that they wanted ?5,000 to keep their heads above water. When he paid his visit he did not know what he was going to see, but he came away much wiser than when he went.
He saw there what he could not have believed possible. They all knew the difficulty of making deaf people understand, and how they felt cut off from society. That was hard for grown-up people, but specially so for children. Yet these little children he saw, three, four, and five years old, born deaf, and yet, though unable to hear were able to understand and to make sounds that meant words.
By the patience of good women these children were trained so that they were able to keep up animated conversations and learn difficult trades. He did from the bottom of his heart recommend this charity to that gathering, and through them to the world at large, so that its benefits might be more widely extended. He urged Toasts to the stewards, the committee and executive, and the chairman followed.
